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Saudi Arabian Intelligent Cities

Four Integrated Economic Cities / Intelligent Cities are

being planned by the Saudi Arabian General

Investment Authority (SAGIA):

1. King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC)               

in Rabigh, on the coast north of Jeddah

2. Prince Abdulaziz Bin Mousaedôs Economic     

City (PABMEC) near Hail

3. Knowledge Economic City (KEC)                        in 

Al -Madinah and 

4. Jizan Economic City (JEC).
*   Tabuk Economic City and Ras Alzor Economic City are also planned.

ñIn developing 

the Economic 

Cities, over a 

thousand of the 

worldôs free 

trade zones 

were surveyed. 

The sixty 

deemed most 
successful were 

meticulously 

studied to 

determine key 

success factors. 

As a result, the 

Economic Cities 

represent the 
ultimate 

innovation in 

Public-Private-

Partnership 

(PPP)ò.

SAGIA promotional 

literature.
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Saudi Arabian Intelligent Cities

SAGIAôs ambitious ñ10 x 10ò program proposes to place Saudi

Arabia among the worldôs top ten competitive investment

destinations by the year 2010:

It proposes to advance the broadband economy in the

Kingdomôs regions through the use of:

Å Information and communications technologies, 

Å Advancement of global economic sectors, 

Å Promotion of education, 

Å Attracting innovation and investment and 

Å Forging its high-tech profile to assist in attracting investors, 

jobs and talent to the region.

The objectives of 

the Economic 

Cities are to:

ÅPromote 

balanced regional 

development. 

ÅAchieve 

economic 

diversification. 

ÅCreate jobs. 

ÅEnhance 

competitiveness 

in Saudi Arabia. 



INTELLIGENT
COMMUNITY

FORUM

King Abdullah Economic City

King Abdullah Economy City will help diversify the oil -based economy of 

the kingdom by bringing direct foreign and domestic investments: 

ÅStrategic location 100 km north of Jeddah, the commercial hub of the kingdom and near 

the holy Islamic cities of Mecca and Medina

ÅTotal development area of 173 kmĮ (66.8 sq mi) valued at $27US billion. 

ÅThe first stage completed by 2010, remainder of city fully completed by 2020.

ÅEstimated to create up to 1 million jobs; population of 2 million.

ÅFocus on development of Ports, Logistics, Light Industry and Services

Six main components:

o Industrial Zone, 

o Sea Port, 

o Residential Areas, 

o Sea Resort, 

o Educational Zone, and 

o Central Business District 

ϣтϸϝЋϧЦщЮϜ ϹϡК ЩЯгЮϜ ϣзтϹв )

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_IveFNaXc6Mo/SKdTOpI_lOI/AAAAAAAAC6A/DVQonbzshLk/s400/King-Abdullah-Economic-City-4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.luxuo.com/2008/08/king-abdullah-economic-city.html&usg=___HpV-Y0nRx8w9Wi4O5UR023xUXQ=&h=265&w=400&sz=22&hl=en&start=61&sig2=VeOembG2HGpPjfSp7HjMIQ&tbnid=45Ixl1sTh1wPSM:&tbnh=82&tbnw=124&ei=2wVdScS-MJeENaussIcC&prev=/images%3Fq%3DKing%2BAbdullah%2BEconomic%2BCity%26start%3D60%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://gfx.dagbladet.no/pub/artikkel/5/50/505/505973/abdullah_economic_city_1184165811.jpg&imgrefurl=http://selvsagt.wordpress.com/category/alt-som-er-godt/&usg=__l6uHBVr2Kykn2Xa2IAevEqpaxM0=&h=306&w=503&sz=26&hl=en&start=1&sig2=tvtN4lN_LeWbRD2pilhbMw&tbnid=d_3wqB3ot1ws4M:&tbnh=79&tbnw=130&ei=p-9cSbWiBpLgM9W42OQE&prev=/images%3Fq%3DKing%2BAbdullah%2BEconomic%2BCity%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
http://www.watg.com/uploads/images/portfolio_11B359AE-3048-7B3D-C5E0FB7E7363DA7C.jpg
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Prince Abdulaziz Bin Mousaedôs 

Economic City (near Hail)

Expected 

population: 80,000 

Area: 156 million 

square meters.

RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA --(January 

26, 2008) - Prince Abdulaziz Bin 
Musaed Economic City today signed a 

strategic agreement with CiscoÈ for 

the information and communications 

technology (ICT) infrastructure 

development of what will be one of 

the largest logistics hubs in the Middle 

East. The collaboration will open up 

the possibility of next-generation 
quad-play connectivity (data, voice, 

video and mobile communications) to 

all businesses and residents operating 

within the city.

The city will have 12 strategic facilities for trade and services, eventually providing 

30,000 jobs in 3,000 office units and logistical supply and services centers boasting an 

international airport, rail, dry dock and operations centre.

Ciscoôs ICT technology architecture will:

Åenable Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) infrastructure 

to automatically track assets across the city

Åconnect all buildings in the city over a secured Internet 

Protocol (IP)

Ånetwork, help to centralize management operations

Åreduce operations costs.
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Knowledge Economic City (KEC) 

Madinah 

Focus on knowledge based industries on a global scale and aims 

to attract and develop talent from around the world:

ÅCanadian companies (HOK, IBI) 

ÅMalaysia companies (Multimedia Development Corporation)

ÅCisco MoU provides access to leading edge networking technologies

ÅCompTIA ensures workers with internationally recognised IT qualifications

ÅCentre for medical sciences and bio-technology

ÅHigh-tech park for knowledge-based, research and scientific development 

focused on electronic government, distance learning, Arabic language improvement 

and technology, tourism technology, call centres 

ÅProvide incubators for young Saudi IT and small business entrepreneurs who are 

looking for a competitive environment to grow their businesses

ÅEducational/entertainment park themed around the heritage of Muhammad

ÅEducational technical and management institute

Statistics:

Jobs: 20,000

Accommodation: 

150,000

Retail: 1200 

shops

Investment: 10 

billion Riyals

Expected to be 

completed by 

2020.

http://www.madinahkec.com/
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Jazan Economic City
Plans will create 500,000 jobs in silicon processing, agri-technology, 

textiles, food processing, and pharmaceuticals.


